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in my power to have seconded his attempt which he tells
me he directs in person to dispossess the rebels at the Illi-
nois, and as it may be in my power to dispose the Indians
here to codperate by going down the 1llinois River he gives
me this notice.’

The Indians at present are too much dispersed for me to
assembly them in a body Sufficiently strong to go down that
river and I am persuaded they would not leave their wives
and children in their wintering grounds, there having been
no previous provision made for them I shall however send
Express to the grand river* & on the borders of Lake Mich-
igan to endeavor to spirit up the young men to join Mr.
Hamilton by the most expeditious route ordering them to
call at St. Josephs for further information of his situation.

I shall also write to Mr. Chevalier to give Mr. Hamilton
every assistance in his power which I fear cannot be much,
as the Indians mostly are gone to their meeting [hunting]
grounds.

I have long since by civil treatment apparently secured
that gentleman to His Majesty’s Interests foreseeing that
he would become useful before those troubles could be at an
end, the different representation of him by Mr. Hamilton
and myself must appear extraordinary. I can assure your
Excellency that I never heard anything that could be
proven to his disadvantage on the contrary whilst at this
Post, he with a becoming decency set his enemies at defiance
should he however prove faithless the disadvantages aris-
ing from my credulity will be greatly overbalanced by ad-
vantages that may occur by putting some confidence in
him. This much I am obliged to say in vindication of my
judgment as Mr, Hamilton notwithstanding my representa-
tion to him writes me that he has represented him to your
Excellency in a very unfavorable light. I shall take every
possible method to procure intelligence of the present state
of the Illinois and transmit (if I receive any) by way of De-
troit during the course of the winter. I have now to offer

I Clark had captured Cahokia and the other French villages in the Illi-
nois, early in July.— Eb.
? Grand river, Michigan.— Eb.



